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Some databases list the London Metropolitan Orchestra as performing the 
score, conducted by Barrington Pheloung.

There are several Australian country music themed songs in the show, and 
much reliance on a kind of desolate “Ry Cooder does Paris Texas” motif, 
building to the western-style shoot out on railway tracks at the end, but in 
television style, the show contains no credits beyond the composer and music 
co-ordinator for this material.

Music from Strauss’s Der Rosenkavalier is briefly heard as Morse walks up the 
steps of the Sydney Opera House at the end - pedants might take this as a sign 
that he’s running late for the performance.

This music is listed in volume 3 of music for Inspector Morse, as tracks 12 and 
13:



INSPECTOR MORSE: VOLUME 3
Produced by Graham Walker
Written by Barrington Pheloung, Except Where Indicated
Recorded at CTS Studios, Wembley, Middx
Total Running Time: 71:13

1.Eirl Theme (3:39) from "Who Killed Harry Field?" 
2.Oxford (3:40) from "Deadly Slumber" 
3.Duet: "Bei Mannern - Welche Liebe Fuhlen" (2:44) from "Masonic Mysteries" (from 
"The Magic Flute" by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart; Soprano: Janis Kelly; Baritone: Richard Halton) 
4.Cryptic Contemplation (3:35) from "Deadly Slumber 
5.Andante from String Sextet No. 1 in Bb OP 18 (9:19) from "The Day of the 
Devil" (by Johannes Brahms) 
6.Reflections (2:32) from "Twilight of the Gods" 
7."Traume" (5:05) from "Twilight of the Gods" (from "Wesendonk-Lieder" by Richard 
Wagner; Soprano:
Susan McCulloch) 
8.Generic Morse Music (3:31) from "Deadly Slumber" (Towards the end of the cue, 
the flute spells out, in
Morse Code, the number plate of the famous Jaguar) 
9.Dark Suspicion (2:27) from "Deadly Slumber" 
10.Adagio from Piano Concerto K488 in A. (6:03) from "Deadly Slumber" (by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart) 
11.Apprehension - Confession - Resolution (3:06) from "Twilight of the Gods" 
12.Promised Land (1:52) from "Promised Land" 
13."Hab'Mir's Gelobt" (5:55) from "Promised Land" (from "Der Rosenkavalier" by 
Richard Wagner;
Sopranos: Janis Kelly & Megan Kelly; Metso Soprano: Tamsin Dives) 
14.Painful Admissions (4:39) from "Deadly Slumbers" 
15."Adieu, Notre Petite Table" (3:49) from "The Day of the Devil" (from "Manon" by 
Jules Massenet;
Soprano: Janis Kelly) 
16.Quiet Awakening (3:46) from "Twilight of the Gods" (blends into next track) 
17."Brunnhilde's Immolation" (1:37) from "Twilight of the Gods" (from 
"Gotterdammerung" by Richard
Wagner; Soprano: Susan McCulloch) 
18.Inspector Morse Theme (3:29) (The Full Theme first heard on "Inspector Morse 
Volume Two," is incorporated into the last strains of Wagner's "Gotterdammerung" 
and re-mixed as a final tribute to the
series).

Composer Barrington Pheloung:

By one of those strange coincidences, composer Barrington Pheloung was 



Australian-born, though after he moved to London, he worked in the UK 
thereafter. He was however involved in the Morse series before Morse decided 
to head off to Australia for an episode.

Pheloung was nominated for “Best Original Television Music” in the 1992 
BAFTAS (the winners that year were Richard Harvey and Elvis Costello for 
GBH). The BAFTA site doesn’t attribute a specific episode for the award, rather 
it’s listed as “Inspector Morse”, but presumably the music for the Promised Land 
episode was considered part of the nomination.

Pheloung had an eponymous website here.  It contained this biography:

Barrington Pheloung is a composer, conductor and performer of international 
renown. Barrington has an immense catalogue behind him that includes fifty two 
ballet scores for many dance companies worldwide, numerous concerto's, scores for 
film, television, radio, theatre and new media. He is a popular phenomenon in Britain 
and a man who has straddled the worlds of film and television music, the pop record 
industry and the concert hall all with equal ease.
Born in Sydney, Australia, Pheloung took up guitar at age six and he played in blues 
in bands throughout his teenage years. He moved to London at the age of 18 to 
study composition, conducting, double bass and guitar at The Royal College of 
Music and in 1977 won a place on the International Course for Professional 
Composers and Choreographers at Surrey University. Pheloung began laying the 
groundwork for a film & television career with his work on ballets, and since the late 
70's has written more than 50 commissioned ballet scores for world renown ballet 
and dance companies in Britain and Europe, and conducting and recording several 
of them including the popular works Run Like Thunder and Rite Elektrik both 
choreographed by Tom Jobe.
Oscar winning director and writer Anthony Minghella took a liking to Pheloung's 
ballet work and asked him to score one of his early plays, "Made in Bangkok," 
directed by Michael Blakemore in 1986. Pheloung went on to score more than half a 
dozen stage plays, including Arthur Miller's "After The Fall," at The National and 
"Sweet Bird of Youth", also directed by Blakemore on Broadway, as well as plays for 
The Royal Shakespeare Company and “The Graduate” adapted by Terry Johnson 
for the West End and Broadway. He has also scored the live show Wheel of Life 
which is performed by the kung-fu Shaolin Monks from China, and directed by Micha 
Bergese.
Pheloung made his mark on the British popular consciousness when he began 
working in television on the popular 13 part series Boon in 1985. Anthony Minghella 
wrote a number of the show's scripts, and the series went on to be an enormous hit. 
Pleased with the reaction to his work on the series, Pheloung was eager to continue 
work with "Boon's" producer Kenny McBain, and their next project was the one 
which would firmly establish Pheloung's reputation in the UK, the enormously 
popular detective series Inspector Morse. Pheloung's classically-styled, melancholy 
theme for Morse became an instant hit with the public. Other acclaimed television 
work for the composer includes Lewis, Red Riding Trilogy: 1983, The World of Nat 
King Cole, Portrait of a Marriage, Stanley and the Women, Channel 5 News, Good-

http://www.pheloung.co.uk/about.html


bye Cruel World, Blood & Peaches, Mickey Love, Cinderpath, Brown Bears Wedding 
and the sequel White Bear’s Secret, Days of Majesty, The Legends of Treasure 
Island, Mosley, The Politician’s Wife, Dalziel and Pascoe and Cor Blimey.
His motion picture scoring assignments began with Peter Wollen's Friendship’s 
Death in 1987, and he achieved a coup with Anthony Minghelia's 1992 hit Truly, 
Madly, Deeply. Since then his film credits have grown and include Shopgirl, And 
When Did You Last See Your Father, Hilary & Jackie, Nostradamus, Twin Dragons 
and The Mangler.
Barrington Pheloung continues writing chamber music and concertos by commission 
for many of the top musicians in both Britain and the world, and was more recently 
asked to conduct the Inspector Morse Theme at a gala concert with the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra at a full Royal Albert Hall. He remains an outstanding 
example of the marriage between the world of concert hall composition and film 
scoring.

Pheloung also had a reasonably informative wiki listing here. 

(Below: Barrington Pheloung)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrington_Pheloung


  


